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VES UVI U S Enquiry: How useful are the sites of Pompeii and Herculaneum for
Stage 12

historians studying everyday life in Roman towns?

The destruction of Pompeii

One night in AD 79 it rained hard, a strong wind blew and earth
tremors were felt. During the following morning, Vesuvius, which
had been an inactive volcano for many centuries, erupted with
enormous violence, devastating much of the surrounding area.
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Neapglis

Mt.Vesuvius

The area covered by ash from the eruption.

The traditional date given for the eruption of AD 79 is the 24th
August, but more recent archaeological evidence has suggested it
was in fact later in the autumn, probably October. One of our most
important sources for the eruption is an account written by Pliny
the Younger, but we only have medieval copies of this and the date
given in each of them varies. Archaeological evidence can help us to
work out a likely date, though. We found carbonised remains of ripe
pomegranates, which are harvested in autumn, and there was also a
lot of wine in storage jars in the vineyards, suggesting that the grape
harvest was caried out just before the eruption.

Thinking point 1: Why do some people now question the
traditional date of the eruption?
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Fresco of Vesuvius (?), Bacchus and altar scene
House of the Centenary, Pompeii
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“A cloud, from which mountain was uncertain... was
ascending, the appearance of which | cannot give you
a more exact description of than by likening it to that
of a pine tree, for it shot up to a great height in the
form of a very tall trunk, which spread itself out at the
top into a sort of branches”

— Pliny the Younger

Eruption of Mount St Helens October 17th 1980
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“... before she was engulfed in
lava”
How many times? THERE WAS
NO LAVA!

AN 22 J

dailymail.co.uk
Pompeii victim was styling her
hair when lava hit, historian s...
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Pregnant mother in her 20s styled
her hair 'and put her little comb
on' before trying to flee the
erupting Vesuvius nearly 2,000
years ago, historian tells

new documentary

exploring Pompeii

By Claire Toureille For Mailonline
14:27 24 Oct 2021, updated 14:42 26 Oct 2021




View of an eruption of Mount Vesuvius, 1760
Peter Fabris
Plate XII in Sir William Hamilton, Campi Phlegraei.
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Vesuvius in eruption,
1799
Pierre-Jaques Volaire

Eruptions of Vesuvius, 1832

John Auldjo

‘Sketches of Vesuvius: with short accounts of its principal
eruptions: from the commencement of the Christian era to the
present time.” 1631-1831
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The Last Day of Pompeii, 1830-1833 The Last Days of Pompeii, 1834
Karl Bryullov Edward Bulwer-Lytton




NO WARNING. NO ESCAPE.

POMPEIT

IN 3D
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Pompeii, 2014 CLC Book 1, Stage 12
Director: Paul W.S. Anderson Vesuvius
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Pliny
Greek Myth Comix
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Codex Laurentianus Mediceus 47.36
9th century copy
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#CoinGate
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Vesuvius, 1985
Andy Warhol and anonymous R
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